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Report  of  tl|e  j\(e(lical  Qfficer  of  Jj^ealtl)  on  the 
^ural  ^anitary  |)i^trict  of  ^kripin^ter. 


Area  of  District — (exclusive  of  area  eovered  by  water) — 39,1^, 

acres. 

Pojmlation. —  ( Census  1901)  8,804.  Estimated  to  tlie  middle  of 
year  1910,  8,G01. 

j 

Births. — During  the  year,  145  births  have  been  registered.  Of 
these  71  were  males,  and  74  were  females.  The  decennial  average  is  174. 

Birth-rate. — This  is  16'8  per  thousand  persons  living — the  decennial 
average  is  20-5. 

Deaths. — The  number  of  deaths  during  the  year  amounts  to  96^  of 
these  54  were  males  and  42  were  females. — The  decennial  average  is  123. 

Death-rate. — This  is  11 T  per  thousand  persons  living,  and  is  the 
lowest  recorded  during  the  last  10  years.  The  decennial  average  is  14’1. 
The  chief  causes  of  death  were — Bronchitis  17,  Heart  Disease  1 1 ,  Phthisis  8, 
and  Cancer  6. 

The  Average  Age  at  Death,  was  59-5 — the  decennial  average  being 
about  52-5. 


Zyinotic-rate.  — There  has  been  one  death  during  the  \’ear  under  tliis 
heading,  which  was  due  to  Diphtheria, 

Infantile  Mortality. — The  total  number  of  deaths  occuring  under  one 
year  of  age  was  8,  which  gives  a  death  rate  of  55 -4.  Of  these  8^  premature 
births  accounted  for  5. 

Prevalence  of  Infectious  Disease.  —  There  has  been  IG  cases  of 
infectious  disease  notified,  which  compares  favourably  with  the  number  last 
year,  when  58  cases  were  notified.  Of  these,  13  were  due  to  Diphtheria, 
and  one  each  to  Scarlet  Pever,  Typhoid  Fever  and  Erysipelas. 

Of  the  Diphtheria  cases,  five  occurred  at  Okeford  Fitzpaine,  three  at 
Pagber,  two  at  Stalbridge,  and  one  each  at  Manston,  Fiddleford  and 
Sturminster  hlewton. 

Schools, — Tlie  Schools  have  been  closed  in  the  foltowing  parishes 
during  the  year — 

Okeford  Fitzpaine,  owing  to  Diphtheria 

Pagber,  owing  to  Diptheria 

Ilaselbury  Jiryan,  owing  to  Whooping  Cough. 

Phthisis. — Eight  deaths  occurred  from  Phthisis  during  the  year,  six 
of  these  were  over  the  age  of  25,  one  over  1 5,  and  one  over  5  years  of  age. 
Of  these^  three  occurred  at  Sturminster  Newton,  three  at  Stalbridge,  one  at 
Marnhull,  and  one  at  Okeford  Fitzpaine. 

Two  cases  of  Phthisis  were  notified  as  having  occurred  in  pauper 
patients  in  the  district. 

Water  Supply. — The  following  places  have  a  public  water  supply. 
Sturminster  Newton,  Okeford  Fitzpaine,  Ibberton,  Shillingstone,  Woolland, 
Fifehead  Magdalen,  and  part  of  Stalbridge.  The  remaining  Parishes  derive 
their  supply  chiefly  from  wells  and  springs  in  the  neighbourhood.  The 
former  generally,  are  in  an  unsatisfactory  state,  most  of  them  being 
contaminated  by  surface  water  owing  to  the  faulty  construction  of  the  wells. 


Isolation  Hospital. —There  is  no  Isolation  Hospital  in  the  ( 
Cases,  when  thought  necessary,  are  sent  to  the  Isolation  Hosj 
Bland  ford.  During  the  year  seven  cases  were  sent  to  this  hospital. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — In  most  of  the  villages,  the  priviei 
the  old  fashion  vault  type,  and  are  generally  insanitary.  Efforts  ar 
made  to  convert  these  into  a  pail  and  earth  system,  and  a  number  ha 
so  converted  during  the  past  year.  In  the  larger  parishes  water  clo 
more  in  use  which  discharge  their  contents  either  into  tanks,  or  after 
along  open  ditches  for  various  distances,  into  the  various  water  course 
neighbourhood.  At  Sturminstcr  Xewton  new  sewers  have  been  laid  ii 
where  previously  tlie  sewer  was  simply  an  open  ditch,  running  i 
proximity  to  dwelling  houses.  This  was  a  most  necessary,  thongl 
proceeding. 


The  greater  part  of  the  sewage  at  Stalbridge  is  treated  by  irr 
before  being  passed  into  the  strain. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes. — This  is  still  most  unsatisfat 
many  instances  and  is  likely  to  remain  so,  as  long  as  the  difidcult} 
erection  of  new  cottages  in  rural  districts  is  present. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and.  Milkshops. — The  register  of  dairies  a 
sheds  now  contains  1 11  names.  This  represents  about  230  individua 
During  the  year,  I  have,  in  company  with  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  vi 
Cowsheds.  Many  are  well  built,  clean,  and  carried  on  in  a  satii 
manner,  with  due  attention  to  cleanliness  both  as  regards  the  pr 
milking  itself,  and  the  utensils  used.  Others  there  are  which  ar( 
built,  the  drainage  and  flooring  being  chiefly  at  fault.  The  yards  ai 
drained  and  heaps  of  manure  are  allowed  to  stand  in  close  proximitj 
sheds  for  several  weeks,  before  being  removed,  Thirty-six  notices  ha 
sent  out  during  the  year,  with  regard  to  these  unsanitary  conditions, 
are  about  950  cows  kept  in  the  sheds  which  are  entered  in  the  i 
Most  of  the  milk  is  sent  to  the  three  factories  situated  in  the  distri( 


,  about  2,000  gallons  of  milk  daily,  the  bulk  of  which  goes  to  Loudon 
neighbourhood.  The  factories  themselves  are  carried  on  in  a  very 
manner. 

daughter  Houses,  Bake  Houses,  and  Common  Lodging  Houses.— 
dition  of  the  Slaughter  Houses  and  Bake  Houses  is,  on  the  whole 
ory,  there  is  no  register  kept  of  the  Slaughter  Houses.  There  are  no 
I  Lodging  Houses  in  the  district. 

nspection  of  the  District. — The  number  of  Inspections  of  Houses  and 
s  in  the  district  amounts  to  476.  About  90  notices  have  been  sent 
lanitary  Amendments  in  regard  to  these.  There  is  still  much  to  be 
the  district,  to  bring  about  things  as  they  should  be,  from  a  sanitary 
view. 


Dated  this  day  of  March,  1911. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


r< 


